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But all these so eminent vertues, and so sublimed in
him, were but as foyles to those excellent gifts wherewith
Godhadenduedhis intellectuals. He had a Memory of that
vast comprehensiveness, that he is deservedly known for the
first inventer of that Noble Art, whereof having left be-
hind him no Rules, or directions, save, onely what fell from
him in discours, no further account can be given, but a
relation of some very rare experiments of it made by him.
He undertook once in passing to and fro from temple-

10 bar to the furthest Conduit in Cheapside^ at his return
again to tell every Signe as they stood in order on both
sides of the way, repeating them either backward or
forward, as they should chuse, which he exactly did, not
missing or misplacing one, to the admiration of those
that heard him.

The like also would he doe in words of different Lan-
guages, and of hard and difficult prolation, to any number
whatsoever : but that which was most strange, and very
rare in him, was his way of writing, which something like

20 the Chineses, was from the top of the page to the bottom :
the manner thus. He would write near the Margin the
first words of every Line down to the Foot of the Paper,
then would he begining at the head againe, fill up every
one of these Lines, which without any interlineations or
spaces but with the full and equal length, would so adjust
the sense and matter, and so aptly Connex and Conjoyn
the ends and beginnings of the said Lines, that he could
not do it better, as he hath said, if he had writ all out in
a Continuation.